Be A Voice Not An Echo

From: Youth Ministry That Impacts series by Pastor Doug Lasit

I. Introduction:

· John 1:23 He said: "I am  'The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Make straight the way of the LORD,"'

· Ps 31:18 Let the lying lips be put to silence, Which speak insolent things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous.

· Ps 47:1-3 Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph!2 For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth.3 He will subdue the peoples under us, And the nations under our feet.

· Ps 74:22-23 Arise, O God, plead Your own cause; Remember how the foolish man reproaches You daily. 23 Do not forget the voice of Your enemies; The tumult of those who rise up against You increases continually.

· Ps 115:17-18 The dead do not praise the LORD, Nor any who go down into silence.  18 But we will bless the LORD From this time forth and forevermore.

1. Silence Please!

In youth culture today, more than ever, there is an effort to silence the voice of Christian youth and young adults.  Whether in politics, education, social issues, or on campuses, clear lines have been drawn between Christians and everyone else.  With these lines, we have begun to understand that the battle is over territory more than about the issues themselves.  As well, the more opposition we receive the more something stirs in our hearts.

As long as Christian’s stay silent while on “their” territory everything is fine.  Territory may be a physical place, a building on a campus, topics of discussion, or the campus newspaper.  Territory could also be a representation at an event where the other campus groups are represented or, as in recent days, supporting a ballot measure that has moral implications.  But the minute a Christian raises their hand in a class, takes a stand on a moral issue, writes a paper, an article, or gives a speech with moral overtones; there is an initial roar from the cultural hell.  On one occasion, one of our student leaders was confronted angrily by a student leader from the university campus they were attending.  The topic of the confrontation was the measure to stop same sex marriage in our state, “Who do you think you are?  Don’t you know that you can’t talk about that here!”   This person truly believed that regardless of freedom of speech, that they can and we can’t.  This opinion I discovered was the norm on that campus not the exception.  

2. Silent and Inoffensive

In addition, as long as a student ministry stays small and confined to the lines that have been drawn for them by culture, there is no problem.  Unfortunately, many student ministries on campuses that I have worked with over the last fifteen years are afraid to speak out on anything that might agitate the presiding spirit of the campus. They are controlled.  They are on a leash. They remain silent for the sake of not offending.  Which I understand, but silence cannot be the answer either.  Secondly, the local church does not have an expression on campus as a ministry and has been almost totally shut out from having influence.  

Speaking and having a voice on strategic issues and at strategic moments will cross those lines that have been so clearly drawn, and cause all of us to venture into new territory.  What we need is territory on campuses for the sake of evangelism, not silence on campus for the sake of not offending.  We must be a voice not an echo.
II. What is an Echo?

1. A repetition – Young people today must not just repeat the battle plans from twenty years ago.  They must have something fresh for this battle.

2. An imitation or a fashion that is an echo of an earlier style – If we allow ourselves to become comfortable with the same methods and approaches that have always been used, we will become apathetic and culturally irrelevant.  “Relevant” means “accurate”.  We must use methods that are accurate with the day in which we live.  Without relevancy (accuracy) the church risks being seen by the next generation as an echo of the past without the ability to speak to people today. 

3. A remnant or sound echoes of the past – Youth ministry cannot become an ineffective little group of Christians simply reading the stories of past victories.  In this millennium, youth culture is rougher, meaner, and demands more authenticity and boldness than 20 years ago.  A remnant youth ministry will rarely be exciting and impacting to the youth of our day.

4. A sympathetic response – Youth ministry must not become a sympathetic response to what we see happening in America.  For example: We don’t just “feel bad” for marriage and the family. Marriage and family doesn’t have our sympathy… marriage and family has our pledge, our strength, our vision, our time, our emotion, and our commitment.

5. A consequence or repercussion – What we do, or do not do, will have consequences.  However, we must not see our situation or ourselves in culture as just the “result” of other people’s bad decisions.  Fatalism slows down God’s work and paralyzes youth ministry.

III.    What is a Voice?
A voice is a clear sound, an expression of thought or feeling, a medium or agency, the right to express an opinion. 

1. A voice has had first hand experience – To have a voice you can’t hear about what was said or lived, you must say it yourself and then stand by it.

2. A voice is authentic – To have a voice you must speak from your life and not a textbook.  The authenticity of your words impacts people’s hearts, which is why the New Testament makes note of the power of our testimony.

3. A voice is understandable – To have a voice you must speak the language of those to whom you are speaking.  Also, you must speak from within the culture like a missionary, not from without of the culture like an observer.

4. A voice is the obedient act of faith – The walls of Jericho fell when the people shouted.  We use our voice trusting that God will back us up according to our obedience.

5. A voice is heard and has influence – We must use our context as an opportunity and know that people will hear what we have to say.

IV. Seven Steps to Becoming Youth Ministry with a Voice

1. Become a Word centered youth ministry in these days.

For youth ministries to impact culture, we must understand that it is the Word of God that impacts. Youth ministries must not get so distracted with “impacting culture” that they leave out systematic teaching of the Bible.    We often trade word for creativity because of the youth centered, entertainment world we live in.  With all of the technology and creativity flying around, we need to use it toward getting young people to embrace the Bible as a lifestyle in creative ways.

In the middle of the season when our youth ministry experienced more persecution and more confrontation than at any other time in our history on campuses, I preached a series on the Bible.  Not just from the Bible, but on the Bible.  How to use it, read it, memorize it, and understand it—its power, its relevance, its supernatural faith.  Before I knew it hundreds of them were bringing their Bibles, taking notes, underlining, and memorizing scripture.  What Generation Church needed was the stability that the Word of God brings during stormy times.  

Important Characteristics of the Word

· God’s word cannot be changed - Prov 30:5-6  

· God’s word must be obeyed - Luke 11:28 

· God’s word is where obedience in us begins - Acts 6:7 

· God’s word must be taught and received - Acts 18:9-11 

· God’s word is a weapon - Eph 6:16

· God’s word can bring persecution - Phil 1:14

· God’s word is not chained - 2 Tim 2:8-10 

· God’s word has made me a servant - Col 1:25-26.

· God’s word is a weapon - Eph 6:16- 

· God’s word is working in you - 1 Thess 2:

· God’s word brings conviction and change - Heb 4:12-13 

· God’s word demands your life - Rev 6:9

2. Teach young people how to use their Testimony in these days.

One of the great tragedies of youth ministry is not equipping our youth to share their testimony with others in a concise and relevant way. We must equip and encourage our youth and university students to share what Jesus has done in their lives with passion.  Our personal testimony and journey with Jesus totally derail the arguments that people like to use as they argue away God and church.

A. Individual Testimony

· Teach them to recognize what their testimony is

· Have them outline it

· Have them practice it

· Challenge them to share their testimony as often as possible

B. Youth Ministry Testimony

· Do everything with integrity

· Keep a right spirit

· Resist using the tactics and strategies of the world

· Don’t be silent on moral issues

3. Have a Voice to the campus and community.

A. Take your local church to the campus.  Start student ministries and youth services on the campuses that are birthed in the church and not a club.

B. Encourage, direct, and facilitate your young adults to vote and understand the issues both in society and on campus.

C. Encourage students to run for student offices, work in the school office, become student aids, and write for campus newspapers.

D. Create websites for local youth or university students.  Blogs on issues, websites that encourage, educate, and minister directly to the students searching for answers.

E. Have meetings with and get to know those who would directly oppose you in what you are doing and what you believe.  Pray for them.

F. Write materials that are relevant and appealing to younger people concerning the issues that affect them.

G. Find ways to serve the community or campus in a practical way.

4. Lead the way in Prayer for your state and nation.

A. Travel to the state capitol (or National Prayer Center) one time per year with a group and pray for the state and its leaders.

B. Be involved with and pray for ballot measures that affect youth culture and will have a moral impact in the state or nation.

C. Keep something in front of your youth ministry in all corporate gatherings that Christians should pray for in your state or in the nation.

D. Walk a neighborhood for something or someone that you believe in, in the political process one time per year.

5. Define the cultural Message of the day for your youth.

A. The message that the culture of God is the most powerful culture in the world.

B. The message that there is a need for Daniel’s in culture more than ever in education, politics and the market place.

C. The message that standards and convictions help define our culture.

D. The message that the kingdom of God is progressive, expanding, and involves you personally.

E. The message that the power of God and the gifts of the spirit are active in everyday life.

6. Encourage those that feel the Call to politics, business, journalism, media, and education.

A. We need Daniel’s on today’s political scene during these crucial times.

B. There is a greater need for conservatives in journalism today than in any time in our history.

C. Media and Hollywood are primarily dominated by liberal democratic voices.

D. Liberal ideals and motives dominate education.  We must have a voice on curriculum in schools and education in general. 

E. Business and the market place fuel the kingdom and finance the work of the Gospel.

7. Take time to Speak to youth pastors and ministries on their involvement.

A. Most youth ministries have never been educated on relevant political issues 

B. We must increase discussion and education on issues that affect the future of youth in America.

C. There will be no Daniel’s in the political arena if the church never emphasizes it.

D. Churches do have a responsibility to “be involved” at certain levels.
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