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  The Church’s Role as Cultural Reformer

Pastor Frank Damazio

INTRODUCTION: The Christ of the Bible is the Christ of a culture. Christ’s incarnation simply makes the statement that Christ became a part of culture. The church also is in a culture: today’s world, today’s culture, a changing complex culture. As the church develops it must orient itself both in relation to the culture of its origins and in relation to the contemporary culture it encounters. Each of which presents alternative possibilities that a church may reject, modify or eventually adopt. What part of culture do we belong to or react against or withdraw from or seek to transform? Are we selling out to a culture we profess to be transforming, becoming more like culture around us than changing culture to become more like the values we hold. The church must understand its responsibility in the transforming of culture. The church must be the church in every generation, staying true to unchangeable truth principles and mission. 

We are in need of a full-blown reformation: A reform. A revival. A change. A lifting of the standard against the flood of evil that is pouring over our nation. Pessimism reigns. Inner cities are war zones. Pornography is manufactured unchecked. Prison population is exploding, our culture is withering before our eyes. We need standard bearers to lift up a biblical standard to our culture and within our culture. The flood waters are rising, who will lift their voice and lay their life down to lift a standard against the flood waters of evil? This could be as someone one said in the past, “The best of time or the worst of times.”

· Natural/Spiritual (Mt. St. Helens): Our nation groans and the mountain speaks to us again about repentance: ashes covering the land with ashes. The last time Mt. St. Helens blew was the same year we went to Washington D.C. Millions of people gathered to pray there because our nation was in a terrible place.
I. The Leader’s Full Calling
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A. Parent: As a leader, I first must be a leader of my marriage, my home, my children. I must make my family a high priority, a place of refuge, a place where all I believe is proven and protected.

B. Pastor: As a pastor, I seek to build Christ’s church, feed the flock, provide excellent leaders dedicated to the people of God. I love the church and gave myself to it unreservedly. 

C. Preacher: As a preacher, I am dedicated to the study and understanding of God’s word, serious research, reading continually, laboring in the word. I am dedicated to sound theology and a life of communicating God’s word.

D. Prophetic: As a leader, I am called to see into the future, to hear the voice of God, to be a visionary, teaching vision and moving God’s people into God’s vision continually. This is a joy and a challenge.

E. Pray-er: As a leader, I am dedicated to prayer, all levels, all types of prayer: conversational, intercessory, healing and congregational unified prayer. I am committed to praying revival into the heart of our church and the church. Revival is the reviving of God’s presence upon the church that results in the returning to our original mission.

F. Planner: As a leader, I am responsible to plan and manage the vision into reality, the art of implementation, God’s decision, wise budgeting, and administration that gets things done.

G.  Reformer: As a leader, I am called to not only revive the church but reform the culture around me. I am responsible to be a leader who knows where culture is and is going, what is effecting culture, and what values can I help society to hold and respect.
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Garden of Culture

1. Visible: music, art, entertainment, family, relationships, educational, institutions, philosophy, government and laws, values, Christian church, religious groups

2. Emerging
3. Invisible: Death of truth, disappearance of virtue, demise of justice, loss of conviction, dominance of feeling, exaltation of nature, lure of alien gods, redefining God

· Francis Schaefer: “Does the church have a future in our generation? I believe the church is in real danger. It is in for a rough day. We are facing present pressures and a present and future manipulation, which will be so overwhelming in the days to come that they will make the battle of the last forty years look like child’s play.” 

· Alexis de Tocqueville: “Because Roman Civilization perished through barbarian invasions, we are perhaps too much inclined to think that that is the only way a civilization can die. If the lights that guide us ever go out, they will fade little by little, as if of their own accord…we therefore should not console ourselves by thinking the barbarians are still a long way off. Some peoples may let the torch be snatched from their hands, but others may stamp  it out themselves.”

· Carl F. Henry: “When the great meltdown comes, where will you be? Trapped in Sodom? In the bleak twilight of a decadent culture, where will you be? Overtaken like Lot, looking back at the citadels of sin? Wake up, wake up. American culture is sinking towards sunset!

· John F. Kennedy: “Let us resolve to be masters, not the victims, of our history – controlling our own destiny without giving way to blind suspicions and emotions.”

· Martin Luther: "One of the great liabilities of history is that all too many people fail to remain awake through great periods of social change. But today our very survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant, and face the challenge of change.” 
II. When The Enemy Comes In Like A Flood
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DBY: And they shall fear the name of Jehovah from the West, and from the rising of the sun, his glory. When the adversary shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of Jehovah will lift up a banner against him.

GNV: So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the West, and his glory from the rising of the sun; for the enemy shall come like a flood, but the Spirit of the Lord shall chase him away.

KJG: So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the West, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him.

YLT: And they fear from the West the name of Jehovah, and from the rising of the sun – His honour; when come in as a flood doth an adversary, the Spirit of Jehovah hath raised an ensign against him.
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Flood: a rising and overflowing of a body of water; an overwhelming quantity or volume of water.
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· Symbolically: The tactics of our enemy used in seeking to overwhelm people, cities and nations with relentless evil, twisting truth in lies, and destroying righteous foundations.

· Figuratively: ISBE – Hebrew words rendered flood: The floods of ungodly men, floods of ungodliness, flood of satanic attack

A. Flood Representing the Overwhelming Rise of Evil

1. Jeremiah 46:7 “Who is this coming up like a flood, whose waters move like the rivers?

2. Matthew 24:38-39 For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

3. Luke 6:48 He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock. 

4. 1 Peter 4:4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.

5. Revelation 12:15 So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood. But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 

B. The Flood We Face Today

Romans 1:24-27 (Phillips): God gave them over to sinful desires.  

NKJV: Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 

Romans 1:26: God gave them over to shameful lusts.

Romans 1:28: God gave them over to a depraved mind.
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The Flood of Humanism: It is a religion that dethrones God as the centerpiece of life and enthrones man. Secular humanism has many tenets.

2. The Flood of Atheism: a disbelief in the existence of God; the doctrine that there is no God. 
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Humanist Manifesto II (1973):“We find insufficient evidence for belief in the existence of a supernatural… As non-theists, we begin with humans, not God, nature not deity…we can discover no divine purpose or providence for the human species…no deity will save us, we must save ourselves.”

· Dr. Corliss Lamont: “…supernatural entities simply do not exist…For humanism, the central concern is always the happiness of man in this existence.”

3. The Flood of Evolution: a theory that the various types of animals and plants have their origin in other preexisting types and that the distinguishable differences are due to modifications in successive generations

· Manifesto II: “Science affirms that the human species is an emergence from natural evolutionary forces. As far as we know, the total personality is a function of the biological organism transacting in a social environment. There is not credible evidence that life survives the death of the body.”
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Lamont: “…biology has conclusively shown that man and all other forms of life were the result, not of a supernatural act of creation by God, but from an infinitely long process of evolution.”

4. The Flood of Amorality: lying outside the sphere to which moral judgments apply; being outside or beyond the moral order or a particular code of morals; 

· Manifesto II: “In the area of sexuality, we believe that intolerant attitudes, often cultivated by orthodox religions…unduly repress sexual conduct. The right of birth control, abortion and divorce should be recognized…neither do we wish to prohibit…sexual behavior between consenting adults. The many varieties of sexual exploration should not in themselves be considered evil…Moral education for children and adults is an important way of developing awareness and sexual maturity.”

5. The Flood of Devaluing Human Life: From January 1, 1973 to the present, 45 million babies that we know of have been aborted. The average number of abortions per year is 1.6 million. That’s 4,383 per day, 182 per hour, and 3 per minute. In other words, an unborn child is aborted every 20 seconds.

· Mother Teresa: “I feel the greatest destroyer of peace today is abortion, because it is a war against the child, a direct killing of the innocent child, murder by the mother herself. If we accept that a mother can kill her own child, how can we tell other people not to kill one another?”
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The Flood of Pagan Religions: The choice our nation faces is between the Living God and the pagan gods of our age. Our generation is lost to the truth of God, a shift toward pagan religions flooding our country: Hinduism, Buddhism, Secular Humanism, New Age, Post-modernism, Bahai, Evolutionism, Freemasonry, Hare Krishna, and Witchcraft.

7. The Flood of the New Tolerance: This new tolerance is not the traditional tolerance we used to have, a recognizing, respecting other beliefs and practices without sharing them; to put up with someone or something not especially liked. The new tolerance says all opinions, all beliefs are equal. Each has a point and all should be respected and praised. The fact is all beliefs, opinions, lifestyles and truth claims do not deserve to be respected for their own sake without regard to content. 

· The values of the Ku Klux Klan do not deserve respect!

· The values of any other racial, gender or either supremacy group do not deserve respect!

· The values or beliefs of child molesters, those who pervert morality, do not deserve respect!

· The values of organized crime cartels operating in the U.S. do not deserve our respect!

· These opinions, lifestyles and beliefs are not to be tolerated.

· West Virginia School denies Junior High Bible club permission to go to Washington D.C. to attend National Day of Prayer. But the school granted cartoon club, computer club, ski club, and drama club to do their trips!

· Removal of portrait of Jesus from high school hallway. Student sues, school removes, and no questions are asked. What about Ghandi, Martin Luther King, or Abraham Lincoln? They stayed up!

8. The Flood of Immorality: No belief in any absolute moral laws, no God-given moral laws, no objective moral laws, no laws against any expression of moral behavior, no restraints to any kind of pleasure. There must be absolutes if there are to be morals and absolute moral laws will dictate a certain perimeter or boundary lines for moral behavior. Each day in America, 2,795 teenage girls get pregnant. Each day, 1,106 teenage girls have abortions. Every 64 seconds a baby is born to a teenage mother in this country.

9. The Flood of Unimaginable School Violence in America: A reflection of a value-free school zone, no absolutes, no foundations, a cultural removal of God, Bible and Prayer from our schools.

· June 7, 1963: Supreme Court outlawed prayer in schools.

· The National School Safety Center recorded 236 homicides and suicides on school campuses or school buses between 1992-1995; 4,000 rapes on school campuses in 1996-97.

· May 1, 1992 – California: 20-year-old returns to his high school killing 4 people, wounding 10.

· October 30, 1995 – Richmond, VA: Student shoots and wounds 4 students at school.

· February 2, 1996 – Moles Lake, WA: 14-year-old kills His teacher and two classmates.

10. The Flood of Dangerous Ideas: about sex, violence, flagrant disrespect for every form of authority through MTV and other media targeting the young, other rap music groups encouraging cop killing, sexual and chemical abuse, Satanism, hedonism, and utter self-destruction.

III. The Spirit of the Lord will Raise a Standard

Isaiah 59:19 …The Spirit of the Lord will raise a standard…
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…The Spirit of the Lord will lift a standard against him…
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A. The Spirit of the Lord Will Come

1. The Spirit of the Lord upon the Judges.
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Judges 6:34 But the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon; then he blew the trumpet, and the Abiezrites gathered behind him. 

Judges 3:10 The Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel. He went out to war, and the LORD delivered Cushan-Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed over Cushan-Rishathaim.

Judges 11:29 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and Manasseh, and passed through Mizpah of Gilead; and from Mizpah of Gilead he advanced toward the people of Ammon. 

2. The Spirit of the Lord upon Jesus.

Isaiah 61:1 The Good News of Salvation "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  

Isaiah 11:2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 

3. The Spirit of the Lord upon the Church.

Acts 2:1 Day of Pentecost – Spirit-filled church.
4. The Spirit of the Lord upon Our Culture.

Genesis 1:2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

B. The Spirit of the Lord Will Raise A Standard

…will lift up a standard against the enemy…

…Lift a standard (Hebrew) “shall put Him to flight” “drive him away”

1. Standard – Word defined:
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a rallying point, especially in time of battle

· a touchstone, means of determining what a thing should be, applies to a definite rule, principle, or measure established by authority

· a cause to stand for and to stand up identifying with the set standard
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Standard – Concept defined (Unger’s Bible Dictionary): Standard represented God’s hedge of protection, God’s promised presence and His aid in leading and directing His people in the execution of His righteous will.

3. Scriptures:

Isaiah 49:22 Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I will lift My hand in an oath to the nations, and set up My standard for the peoples; They shall bring your sons in their arms, and your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders; 

Numbers 1:52 The children of Israel shall pitch their tents, everyone by his own camp, everyone by his own standard, according to their armies;

Numbers 2:2 Every one of the children of Israel shall camp by his own standard, beside the emblems of his father's house; they shall camp some distance from the tabernacle of meeting.

Jeremiah 4:6 Set up the standard toward Zion. Take refuge! Do not delay! For I will bring disaster from the north, and great destruction. 
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The Spirit of the Lord upon the Reformers.

Isaiah 42:1 The Servant of the LORD "Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 

Israel had 19 kings and no reformers; Judah had 19 kings and 8 reformers.

1. William Wilberforce (1759-1833) – Lifted up a standard against the flood of slavery: British statesman and reformer. The fight to abolish the slave trade soon attracted Wilberforce, and he became the abolitionist movement's chief spokesman in the House of Commons. “Man who stopped the most malignant evil of the British Empire: slavery; by his faith and persistence…” spent his lifetime working to abolish slavery. His political resolutions failed in 1789, ’91, ’92, ’93, ’97, ’98, ’99; 1804 and finally the bill passed in 1807. It took 26 more years to abolish the slave trade when the final emancipation bill passed in 1833, just 3 days before Wilberforce died. 
2. William Lloyd Garrison (1805-79) – Lifted up a standard through journalism against the slave trade: American abolitionist, who founded the influential antislavery newspaper The Liberator. The struggles of oppressed peoples for freedom engaged his sympathies in his youth. In articles written anonymously or under the pseudonym Aristides, in the Herald and other newspapers, he attempted to arouse Northerners from their apathy on the question of slavery in the U.S.
3. Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906) – Lifted up a standard against flood of resistance to women rights: outstanding American reformer, who led the struggle to gain the right for women to vote. She devoted 50 years to overcoming the nation's resistance to woman suffrage, but died before the 19th Amendment was finally ratified (August 18, 1920). A liberal Quaker and dedicated radical reformer. 

4. Florence Nightingale (1820-1910) – Lifted up a standard as hospital reformer: British nurse, hospital reformer, and humanitarian. Born in Florence, Italy. In 1853, she became superintendent of the Hospital for Invalid Gentlewomen in London. At the close of the war in 1860, with a fund raised in tribute to her services, Nightingale founded the Nightingale School and Home for Nurses at Saint Thomas’ Hospital in London. The opening of this school marked the beginning of professional education in nursing. 

5. John Huss (1372?-1415) – Lifted up a standard condemning church abuses through His preaching: Bohemian religious reformer, whose efforts to reform the church anticipated the Protestant Reformation. Less radical than the English church reformer John Wycliffe, Hus nonetheless agreed with him on many points. On a practical level, both men vigorously condemned church abuses and attempted, through preaching, to bring the church to the people. 

6. John Wycliffe (1330?-1384) – Lifted up a standard by translating Bible into the people’s language: English philosopher, theologian, and religious reformer, a forerunner of the Protestant Reformation. The so-called Morning Star of the Reformation, during 1378, Wycliffe and certain Oxford associates defied church tradition by undertaking an English translation of the Vulgate, or Latin Bible. He believed in a direct relationship between humanity and God, without priestly mediation. By a close adherence to the Scriptures, Christians would, Wycliffe believed, govern themselves without the aid of popes and prelates.

7. Martin Luther (1483-1546) – Lifted up a standard of justification by faith, protestant reformation: German theologian and religious reformer, who initiated the Protestant Reformation, and whose vast influence, extending beyond religion to politics, economics, education, and language, has made him one of the crucial figures in modern 

8. John Calvin (1509-1564) – Lifted up a standard of sound theology: French theologian, church reformer, humanist, and pastor, whom Protestant denominations in the Reformed tradition regard as a major formulator of their beliefs.
9. Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) – Lifted up a standard of the Word of God against Church heresies: Swiss theologian, leader of the Reformation in Switzerland. During his ministry, Zwingli began to entertain doubts about certain church practices. In 1516 he read a Latin translation of the Greek New Testament published by the Dutch humanist Desiderius Erasmus, which he later transcribed into notebooks and memorized verbatim. On the basis of these and other scriptural readings, Zwingli charged in sermons that church teachings and practice had diverged widely from the simple Christianity of the Holy Writ.

10. John Knox (1513?-1572) – Lifted up moral standards through prayer and preaching: Scottish religious reformer, who was the founder of Presbyterianism in Scotland. 
11. William Tyndale (circa 1492-1536) – Lifted up a standard of reformation principles: English biblical translator, religious reformer, and writer. There he determined to translate the Bible from the Greek into English in order to combat corruption in the English church and extend scriptural knowledge among the common people of England. Receiving no support from the bishop of London, however, he traveled to Germany, where he met Martin Luther, espoused Reformation principles, and, in Cologne, began (1525) the printing of his English version of the New Testament; it was completed in Worms. He published his annotated translation of the Pentateuch in 1530.
12. Nikolaus Ludwig Zinzendorf (1700-60) – Lifted up a standard of justice: German religious reformer, who led the Renewed Church of the Unity of the Brethren, also known as the Moravian Church. He studied law at the University of Wittenberg. In 1722 Zinzendorf granted refuge on his estate in Upper Lusatia to a group of Moravians of the persecuted Bohemian Brethren. Their community, called Herrnhut, became a refuge for the Brethren from other lands and for members of other persecuted Protestant sects.

13. Dietrick Bonhoeffer – Lifted up a standard against the flood of hatred and murder of the Jewish people. He was put into the German concentration camps and was executed. He boldly resisted Hitler for his immoral law and asked the Church to stand up. He started an illegal seminary to train new leaders and would not take the civil oath of allegiance to Hitler. Proverbs 31:18 …Who will speak up for those who are voiceless? – The Church was Silent!

14. Martin Luther King (1929-68) – Lifted up a standard against the flood of racism and discrimination: a man who changed culture. He saw his civil rights activity as an extension of his ministry. “The Christian Gospel is a two-way-road, it seeks to change the souls of men, and thereby unite them with God. On the other hand, it seeks to change the environment conditions of men so the soul will have a chance after it is changed.” His famous speech was “lifting the standard” against the flood of racism and discrimination.

15. Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu (Albanian), aka Mother Teresa (1910-1997) - Lifted up a standard against the flood of poverty: She stirred a generation by touching the untouchables and was known especially for caring for the dying destitute. Lifting 

16. James Dobson – Lifted up a standard against the flood of destructive ideas that seek to destroy the moral values of our nation: A reformer, a standard-bearer for the saving of moral values and the family. Focus on the Family has become a standard, a banner lifted high, standing against the flood persistently.

IV. Leaders of a New Reformation
Isaiah 10:18 (ASV) And he will consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and it shall be as when a standard-bearer fainteth.

Jeremiah 50:2 Declare among the nations, proclaim, and set up a standard;

Proclaim — do not conceal it — Say, 'Babylon is taken, Bel is shamed. Merodach is broken in pieces; her idols are humiliated, her images are broken in pieces.

Jeremiah 51:12 Set up the standard on the walls of Babylon; make the guard strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the ambushes. For the LORD has both devised and done what He spoke against the inhabitants of Babylon. 

Numbers 10:9 When you go to war in your land against the enemy who oppresses you, then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, and you will be remembered before the LORD your God, and you will be saved from your enemies. 

A. Leaders Who Raise A Standard
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A standard raising leader must have a clear perspective on the mission of the church in society today as a voice, light, salt and truth.

Isaiah 56:10 His watchmen are blind, they are all ignorant; They are all dumb dogs, They cannot bark; Sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. 

Matthew 5:13-16 You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  

2. A standard raising leader must have a firm grip on the message of the gospel and how the gospel is to be preached in today's culture with repentance, resulting in life transformation. 

John 1:5, 7,8 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

Matthew 3:2 and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them,"Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 3:19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord
3. A standard raising leader must not be seduced by the religious spirit and attitude of lukewarmness, passivity, and withdrawing from culture. 

Acts 17:26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings
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Acts 18:3 So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by occupation they were tentmakers. 

4. A standard raising leader is committed to courageously defend their ground despite the odds, the cost or the intimidation of the enemy.

1 Samuel 23:11-12 Will the men of Keilah deliver me into his hand? Will Saul come down, as Your servant has heard? O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell Your servant." And the LORD said, "He will come down." Then David said, "Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul?" And the LORD said, "They will deliver you." 

5. A standard raising leader is committed to choose life, truth, what’s right, and chooses to get involved with lifting a standard.

Deuteronomy 30:19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live

Ezekiel 22:30 So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. 

6. A standard raising leader must be willing to become a standard-bearer, one who will be attacked first, a target, a focus point of criticism and judgement of others 

John 3:19-20 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

Acts 20:22-23 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 
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A standard raising leader must make a commitment to the process of impacting culture, sowing seed, watering the seed, nurturing and raising up a standard in all levels of society. 

Genesis 2:5 before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown. For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground

2 Kings 13:18 Then he said, "Take the arrows"; so he took them. And he said to the king of Israel, "Strike the ground"; so he struck three times, and stopped. 

8. A standard raising leader must make a commitment to raising up another generation of leaders who have the tools to impact culture and the faith.
2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 

9. A standard raising leader is committed to relating to culture and creating culture. Being relevant is not about conformity, it is about clarity and connectedness, about speaking truth with credibility, reality and authenticity.

Romans 14:17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

B. The Standards Leaders Raise High

1. The standard that God’s Word is absolute truth. It is the final authority in our life and decisions.

2. The standard that God’s Laws are to be respected and these laws bring freedom not bondage.

3. The standard that marriage between one man and one woman is God’s plan and is best for all people.

4. The standard that Christ’s death, burial and resurrection sets Him apart from all religious leaders as the only person who can redeem mankind.

5. The standard that the church is the pillar and ground of truth in today’s culture of disillusionment, confusion and compromise. We must march and sing our faith again in the public arena, in the streets and in the mass media. The church is the standard-bearer, true believers joined together by the Spirit of Christ, not white or black, not denominational or non-denominational, but transracial, transnational, transdenominational.

6. The standard that absolute Biblical values are necessary in developing enduring virtues, living by the quality principles of our nation’s forming documents. 
“Truth is the best vindication against slander.”


- Abraham Lincoln





























“There is no place for religion in the marketplace of reasonable ideas or in the public schools of our time.”


- Jon Murray (American Atheists)














� Mother Teresa, Washington D.C. address during National Day of Prayer, February 3, 1994
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