Discipling Nations—Transforming Culture
Notes prepared by Bill Scheidler

I.  
God has a heart for the nations and the world.
Key Verses (NKJV):
Genesis 22:15-19

Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: "By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son — blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice." So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 

Psalm 22:27-28

All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations shall worship before You.  For the kingdom is the LORD's, and He rules over the nations. 

Psalm 47
Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph! For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth. He will subdue the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet. He will choose our inheritance for us, the excellence of Jacob whom He loves. God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with understanding. God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne. The princes of the people have gathered together, the people of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God; He is greatly exalted. 

Psalm 67
God be merciful to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us, that Your way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations.  Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy! For You shall judge the people righteously, and govern the nations on earth. Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Then the earth shall yield her increase; God, our own God, shall bless us. God shall bless us, and all the ends of the earth shall fear Him.
Psalm 86:8-10

Among the gods there is none like You, O Lord; nor are there any works like Your works. All nations whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord, and shall glorify Your name.  For You are great, and do wondrous things; You alone are God. 
Psalm 96:1-3

Oh, sing to the LORD a new song!  Sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to the LORD, bless His name; proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day. Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among all peoples. 

Psalm 102:12-17

But You, O LORD, shall endure forever, and the remembrance of Your name to all generations. You will arise and have mercy on Zion; for the time to favor her, yes, the set time, has come.  For Your servants take pleasure in her stones, and show favor to her dust.  So the nations shall fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the earth Your glory. For the LORD shall build up Zion; He shall appear in His glory. He shall regard the prayer of the destitute, and shall not despise their prayer. 

Isaiah 2:2-3

Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it. Many people shall come and say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths." For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who proclaims peace, who brings glad tidings of good things, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns!" Your watchmen shall lift up their voices, with their voices they shall sing together; for they shall see eye to eye when the LORD brings back Zion.  Break forth into joy, sing together, you waste places of Jerusalem! For the LORD has comforted His people, He has redeemed Jerusalem.  The LORD has made bare His holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

Isaiah 61:10-11

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  For as the earth brings forth its bud, as the garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring forth, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.

Haggai 2:6-9

"For thus says the LORD of hosts: 'Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory,' says the LORD of hosts. 'The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,' says the LORD of hosts. 'The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,' says the LORD of hosts. 'And in this place I will give peace,' says the LORD of hosts."
II.
Jesus shares the same heart for the nations. 

Matthew 28:19-20  
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you." 
III.  
The Church is called to be the salt of the earth and a light to the world.  
Matthew 5:13-16
"You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.  

"You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
IV.
Being a light involves preaching the Gospel, demonstrating the Gospel and disseminating biblical culture.

V.
Cultural issues that may or may not be of concern to Christians and that may or may not be affected by the preaching of the Gospel.
The following are just a few issues that come to mind when we talk about the Christian interfacing with the culture of today. There may be disagreements among good Christians as to whether or not some of these things are issues at all.  There may also be disagreements as to if or how the church should address any or all of these issues.
                                         Cultural Issues
Abortion

· Life of Mother

· First Trimester

· Partial Birth

Birth Control

· IUD

· Morning After Pill
· Any and All
Euthanasia 

· Assisted Suicide

· Mercy Killing

Homosexuality

· Gay/Lesbian Marriage

· Gay/Lesbian Adoption

· Civil Unions

· Equal Rights/Minority Status

· AIDs Issues

Fertility Issues

· In Vitro Fertilization

· Artificial Insemination

· Frozen Embryos

· Sperm/Egg Donation
Medical Research Issues

· Cloning

· Embryonic Stem Cell Research

· Tissue Harvesting

Entertainment Issues

· Pornography

· MTV, Etc.

· Reality TV

· Internet 

· Movies

· Music (Gangsta Rap, Etc.)

· Video Gaming

· Toys

· Extreme Sports (Life Threatening)

Family Issues

· Divorce/Remarriage

· Husband/Wife Roles

· Latch Key Kids

· Blended Families

· Day Care

Ecological  Issues

· Animal Rights

· Land Use/Management

· Global Warming

· Drilling in the Artic

· Old Growth Forestry

· Species Preservation

Church/State Issues

· Prayer in Schools

· Bible Quotations in Public

· Removal of God 
· Hate Speech

· Censorship/Free Speech

Sexual Experimentation

· Dating

· Extra Marital Sex

· Pre-marital Sex

· Sexual Experimentation
· Bestiality

· Child Abuse

· Incest

Addictions

· Drug/Chemical Abuse

· Alcohol 

· Sex

· Eating Disorders
· Gambling
Social Issues

· Violence

· Capital Punishment

· Suicide

· Credit Society

· Prejudice

· Poverty

· Profanity

· Homelessness

· Political Correctness

Spiritual Experimentation

· Eastern Religions

· New Age

· Occult
· Animism
· Satanism

· Astrology/Spiritism

Education Issues

· Sex Education

· School Violence

· Social Promotion

· Humanistic Agenda

· World Religions

· Values Clarification

· Situation Ethics

· Lack of Moral Absolutes
· Evolution

Discussion Questions

1.  Is there a Christian or a non-Christian view in relation to these matters since most of them are not clearly addressed in the Bible?

2.  Do you have strong personal convictions about any of these issues?  If so, which one and why?

3.  What role, if any, does the church have in addressing these issues?

4.  What aspects of our Christian world view will give people the tools that they need to function responsively in these areas?

5.  What is our responsibility to society?  Are we to love?  Are we to confront?  Or can we do both?

6.  What gives the church the right to speak to these issues?

7.  What are you doing personally to reshape the world view of your people?

8.  What are you doing to change society for the better in any of these areas?

9.  If you were to poll your people, would they come down on what you perceive to be the right side of these issues?
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