Distinctive Features of MFI

by Bill Scheidler

(Teacher’s Copy)

A. Introduction  (Luke 1:1-4)

Luke’s purpose in writing is the same as my purpose:

1. To put forth an orderly account of those things most surely believed among us (vs. 1).

2. To help his readers to know the certainty of those things in which they were instructed (vs. 4).

B.  Some of the “We Believes” of the Fellowship (MFI)

1.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the Church is the instrument of God in the earth to extend God’s Kingdom and to bring forth God’s purpose (Eph. 3:10-12).

· The Church is the Israel of God (Gal. 6:16).

· The Church is the Seed of Abraham

· The Church is the heir according to the promise

· The Church represents the people of God, the Children of God, God’s Heritage.

· The Church is not a side issue, a parenthesis or a holding tank until Jesus comes, but it is at the center of God’s plan and the instrument of God’s Eternal Purpose.

2.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the Church is composed of both Jew and Gentile, and that there is but one Church, which is the Bride of Christ (Eph. 2:19-22).

· There is but one tree of faith, not a Jewish tree and a Gentile tree.

· In Christ the middle wall of partition has been broken down.

· In Christ there is neither Jew nor Gentile.

· All ethnic divisions are erased in Christ.

· There is one body (Eph. 4:4).

3.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the Bible has the ultimate answer to all of the needs of man (II Tim. 3:16-17).

· There are no new problems that somehow were not foreseen by God.

· The Bible is sufficient to guide us in marriage, family, finances, business, church life, spiritual life and emotional life.

4.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the Bible and, more specifically, the Book of Acts gives us a pattern for how Christ meant for the Church to function in every aspect (Acts 2).

Repentance, Faith, Water Baptism, Spirit Baptism, Apostles Doctrine, Fellowship, Prayer, Breaking Bread, Loving Care and Practical Areas of Service, Demonstration of the Love of God.

5.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the gifts and operations of the Spirit referred to the the Epistles are for the Church in every generation right up to the return of the Lord (I Cor. 13:10).

We should be contending for these things: Miracles, Healings, Signs & Wonders, Prophecy, Tongues, Etc.

6.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the ministries described in Ephesians 4:11 (Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor and Teacher) are to be fully operational until the Second Coming of Christ (Eph. 4:13).

7.  WE BELIEVE . . . that Jesus Christ is the Head over the Church and that His headship is expressed through the active participation of the Holy Spirit in the affairs of the Church (Matt. 16:18-19; Eph. 1:22-23; John 14:26).

The key to our functioning in the Church is our submission to the Holy Spirit and being continuously filled with the Holy Spirit.  Our relationship is vital if we are going to be practically under His headship.

8.  WE BELIEVE . . . that every local church was designed by God to be autonomous (self-governing, self-supporting, self-propagating) in its mature state (Heb. 13:7,17).

Each church should be free to be themselves in vision and personality.  They should be free to seek their own methodology and strategy for reaching their own city.

9.  WE BELIEVE . . . that God has a definite pattern for government in the local church and that it should be governed by a biblically qualified team of elders headed up by a senior or chief elder (I Tim. 3; Titus 1; Heb. 13:7,17; Acts 12:17; 15:19; 21:18).

This is simple, unencumbered government, able to follow the voice of the Holy Spirit.  It is:

· Not Democratic

· Not Dictatorship

· Not a Deacon Board

· Not Central Control

· Not Co-Equal Plurality

10.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the leadership of Church is a gift from God to the Church to serve the people of God in the spirit of Christ to strengthen and equip the people for works of service (Eph. 4:11-13; I Pet. 5:1-4; Mk. 10:35-45; Jn. 10:11).

God’s plan is servant leadership that understands its responsibility to lay their lives down for the sheep just as Jesus did.

11.  WE BELIEVE . . . that every believer is a priest who has a God-ward, self-ward and outward function for which they will one day give an account (I Pet. 2:5; Ex. 19:6; Heb. 13:15-16).

· Every member has a function.

· All believers are ministers.

· All believers are in the “full time” ministry.

· Leadership is given to help equip the people for their function and to help them recognize their ministry and release them.

· The Church is a “kingdom of priests.”

12.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the mission of the church is to take souls, cities, nations and the world for Christ extending His Kingdom through a spirit of compassion expressed through evangelism (Acts 1:8).

The church is to be “taking ground” not just “holding ground”

13.  WE BELIEVE . . . in the larger Body of Christ and that all believers should reach out to one another for strength, relationship and fellowship (Eph. 4:1-6).

Regardless of labels, we need to understand our need for each other.  There is but one shepherd in a city—Jesus.  All of the pastors are merely under-shepherds over the flock. As a result, we need to reach out to other congregations and pray for their success.

Your city will not be taken without a unity among all believers in the city.

14.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the corporate gathering of the church is essential for greater power and anointing in worship, prayer and commission fulfillment (I Cor. 5:4; 14:26; Acts 2:46; 5:42; Matt. 18:20).

The early church had a two pronged attack.  They gathered together in the temple and from house to house.

15.  WE BELIEVE . . . that home cell group ministry is an effective and biblical way to harvest, assimilate, pastor and release people into the harvest (Acts 2:46; 5:42; 20:20; Philemon 2).

This is one church strategy and methodology that is clearly taught in the Bible.  It is the only way a large church can fulfill all of the admonitions taught in the NT (I Cor. 14:26).

Remember that the first church of the Book of Acts was never a small church—3120 on the first day!

16.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the pattern for New Testament worship in the church is to be found in the Davidic order of the Old Testament (Col. 3:16-17; Eph. 5:18-19; Acts 24:14; 15:15-16; Psalm 150).

This is exuberant worship that involves our whole being:

· The Body—Clapping, Dancing, Raising Hands, Singing, Shouting, Kneeling and Bowing.

· The Soul—Sacrifices of Thanksgiving, Joy, Praise

· The Spirit—A Broken and a Contrite Heart

17.  WE BELIEVE . . . that prayer and spiritual warfare are essential keys to accomplishing God’s commission for the Church (Col. 2:15; Eph. 6:12ff.).

The Church must be first and foremost a house of prayer for all nations.  This means that the Church should encourage and foster three aspects of prayer:

· Personal Prayer

· Corporate Prayer

· Intercessory Prayer (Where we stand in the gap for others, particularly other nations).

18.  WE BELIEVE . . . that every local church should be inclusive and, not only open, but should seek to include all peoples of all races, ethnic origins and social and economic standings (James 2:1; Rev. 7:9-10).

There is no room for prejudice of any kind in the church.  We must do everything we can to make God’s house a prejudice-free zone.  This includes:

· Racial Prejudice

· Ethnic Prejudice

· Social Prejudice

· Economic Prejudice

· Educational Prejudice

· Class Prejudice of All Kinds

19.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the health of the individual families in a local church must be a priority and will be a key to the health and function of the local church (Jer. 31:1; Mal. 4:5-6; I Tim. 3:4-5).

20.  WE BELIEVE . . . that the church for which Jesus is returning is a fully restored Church that is glorious, unified and victorious (Eph. 5:27; Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:13).
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