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Don’t Push The Snooze Button

Isa 56:10 -  His watchmen are blind, they are all ignorant; they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.

Luke 22:45-46 - When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. Then He said to them, "Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into temptation."

1 Thess 5:6-8 -  Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night.

Eph 5:14 -  Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light."

Rom 13:11 - And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed
Prov 10:5 - He who gathers in summer  is a wise son; He who sleeps in harvest  is a son who causes shame.
All of us have seen the alarm clocks that have a snooze button.  When the alarm goes off we can push the snooze button and go back to sleep.  The same thing can happen to us spiritually.  We have a “wake up call” but we push the snooze button and go back to sleep.  When it comes to God “awakening” us it is very dangerous to push the snooze button on God’s alarm clock and go back to sleep.

In the past year we have come through a very dangerous but exciting season in the life of the United States of America, which was affected by the evangelical Christians.  Twenty six million voted – nearly twice the number that voted in 2000.    There has never been a time when the attack on our biblical value system has been so obvious.  It has been referred to as a “cultural war.”  For many years, in fact for decades, we have allowed ourselves to be forced inside the four walls of the church and not have any voice into the arena of public affairs.  The constant drumbeat of separation of church and state has played a major toll on the life and culture of America.  We have been told over and over again we can’t put our moral values on others (whoever they are) but they can force their immoral values on us.  “Separation of Church and State.”
This past year when two states, including Oregon, began to issue thousands of marriage licenses to same sex couples and wanted that to be a standard across America,  I believe the enemy overplayed his hand when he came knocking on the door of the church with his target on the family, knowing if the family is destroyed so goes the nation because marriage is the foundation of our society.
As we think over the past number of decades since the very early 60’s when the Supreme Court decision on Roe vs. Wade made abortion legal, we have been on a downward plunge in our culture.  The church has simply said, “shame, naughty, naughty” to this world’s system.

Today the issues are very clear.  Same sex marriages, abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, infanticide, killing deformed babies, homosexuality, pornography, drugs, humanistic textbooks in public schools, removing God, prayer and the ten commandments out of the public arena, and the elimination of “God” out of the life of America (such as removing Christ from Christmas) and “under God” from the pledge of allegiance -- and I could go on and on -- have become a major challenge that demands an answer now or there may never be an opportunity again.

For years churches have labeled these kinds of social ethical issues as “hands off.”  They are too earthly, and perhaps too controversial for us.  Let the political and the medical world deal with them.  They are not our responsibility.  The church is here to speak about Jesus, not about social concerns – right?  Remember, “Separation of Church and State,” we want no Christianity or God in our government and society.  Go back into your churches.  Separation of Church and State!
The church is here to talk about Jesus.  Ultimately what people need is the Lord – not merely social reformation.  For years liberal churches have been trying to address social concerns without the gospel – only a shriveled up caricature of the true redemptive message.  They have tried to raise the level of society without offending society.  Hence, they have purged themselves of any outmoded talk about sin, the blood, the cross and Biblical absolutes.  They have attempted to treat the symptoms of sin and social disorder without facing the actual disease – sin and self.  But society is people and people are sinners and sinners need a savior.  If we are going to make a difference we must do more than wipe the runny nose of our sick society.  We must offer it what it really needs – the cure for the cold – and Jesus, and the absolutes of the Word of God is the cure!

Liberals have sincerely tried to say something to the world but they have largely abandoned the commitment to the scriptures and the Christ of the scriptures.  In doing so they have left themselves little or nothing significant to say.  They have built their religious house on the shifting sands of secular humanism.  In the process they have tried to heal the cancer of sin by dispensing the aspirin of social reform.  What a tragedy!  Jesus said, “without Me you can do nothing.”  
As Evangelical Christians many of us have reacted against the liberal church with their social gospel and emancipated theology.  Many have concluded that it is only worldly people and liberals who try to change society.  After all, our eschatology tells us that this world is destined for destruction.  Society is morally bankrupt.  But fortunately, we think, it doesn’t matter that much anyway because Jesus is coming soon.  We teach that the world system will not get better but will simply get worse until the Lord comes and sets up His kingdom, which could be a hundred years from now.  Consequently there is nothing we can do to turn back the tide of evil.  Trying to improve the social practices and legal standards for our nation and community is like re-arranging the furniture on the Titanic.  Ultimately, what good will it do?  And so goes the logic.  Our hope is not to change or challenge our culture.  Our only hope is the “rapture.”  Dispensationalism has gutted the responsibility of the great commission to go and change the culture to a biblical culture.
Our biblically based pessimism rescues us from the duties we would rather not have to undertake in the first place.  We can now rationalize our lack of influence in the world, our general indifferences to the world’s predicament.  After all, why kick a dead dog?  Trying to change our culture is hopeless – remember, “Separation of Church and State.”
As long as we occasionally tell someone about Jesus, not too loudly, not too often,  we are basically content to walk on the primrose path of American Christian living.  Suspiciously unlike the cross-bearing pilgrimage described by Jesus and Paul.  O, we are not without remorse.  Sometimes we give a little extra sigh and wave a sad “bye, bye” as our society is violently sucked into the humanistic drain that most of us have not even attempted to plug.  Ultimately, of course, it is not our eschatology that is at fault.  The problem lies with our innate tendency to forever rationalize and justify our own irresponsibility.  We have developed a victim mentality.  Our tax money goes to fund abortion, our markets flaunt the racks of pornography.  Schools are inundated with the religion of evolution and humanism.  Our children’s best friends too often are children who live in rebellion and immorality.  Divorce rates are soaring, families are disintegrating.  Murderers and rapists walk the streets of our community, but we remain undaunted.  After all, what can we do?  We’re in the world but we’re not of the world.  And for the amount of difference a lot of us are making on earth we might as well go home and reside where our citizenship is – heaven.  
Jesus called us the salt of the earth.  He said that salt is not supposed to lose its savor -- its distinctiveness, its social influence.  If it does it becomes worthless.  Jesus also called us light.  We are not to cover the radiance of our Christian commitment with a basket of social apathy.  But most of us figure that the world has become so dark that light won’t make any difference.  Yet as the night gets darker God’s desire is for His light to shine brighter.   Light shines best in darkness.   Our commitment to the absolutes of the Bible should be like a great rock.  Battered by crushing waves of humanism, but weathering the storm with an invincible spirit that offers this dying world hope.
Suppose I speak forth against the forces that are threatening the country and my community and no one listens?  Even if that were to happen, and I am not convinced it would, my responsibility before God is to preach the message that remains the same.  I cannot determine whether it is morally right for me to do something simply on the basis of how effective I think it will be.  Like the watchman of Ezekiel 3, my responsibility is to represent the Creator and bring His word to bear on the attitudes and actions of men.  If these men choose not to listen that is their responsibility.  Mine is to hold forth the truth.  Read the Old Testament prophets.  Their message was one with tremendous social impact.  They applied God’s precepts and principles to the decadent practice of godless society.  The vast majority of people did not heed their message.  God brought judgment on the nation.  But the message of the prophets spoken with no little difficulty or harassment was not a waste.  It is never a waste for us to represent God to the world and to the people of this world.

Recently you may have seen a new trend in the involvement of conservative churches.  Some have applauded this trend, others feel some red flags, and still others have not even noticed.  Many of us have been making some statements and getting involved in some issues lately that sound suspiciously social and political.  Are we taking giant leaps toward only the social gospel of liberalism – absolutely not!  Personally I think we are taking small steps toward the true gospel of the Bible.  We have too long neglected our social responsibilities.  We have swung the pendulum from the extreme of social gospel to the extreme of the gospel without any social significance.  Separation of Church and State!
We have a message to preach.  We believe in biblical absolutes.  These absolutes speak a clear and a resounding message to the social issues of our day.  If we do not bring to bear these biblical absolutes on the issues of our generation who will?  Liberals?  Humanists?  If you are waiting for them to do it let me suggest, don’t hold your breath.  We are responsible before God to see to it that these biblical absolutes are proclaimed and applied to a hurting world.  At the heart of our message, as always, must be the cross of Jesus, but we must face the fact that once and for all that if we do not preach this message no one will.  If we don’t’ stand for biblical principles who will?
I believe that it is time we realize that the two propositions of focusing on Jesus Christ and speaking boldly into social ethical issues are not mutually exclusive.  In fact, they are intertwined.  Some churches are content to do one and not the other.  But we cannot survive unless we do both.  May God help us to rise up in this day and be culturally involved.

You can be culturally involved right in your neighborhood by letting people know that Christianity is not something that you hide away Sunday mornings in your church, but it is something that you communicate with your neighbors, starting with your part of town, with your school board, with being involved in the political process, encouraging godly people to be involved in the political arena, including yourself, supporting good candidates, and above all, register and vote.  It is also very easy to become a precinct leader.  We all should be involved in our community.
We have seen this past year an estimated 26,000,000 conservative evangelical Christians go to the polls and shut down the same-sex marriage agenda and re-elect a president that has biblical principles.  Let us not assume in any way the battle is over.  Don’t press the snooze button!  We have only made one small step towards turning the cultural war into a victory for righteousness.
What can we do?

Start with a servant’s heart and then:
1) Pray
2) Pray
     3) Pray   

But faith without works is dead.  No power.

Second, ask God for a compassionate heart to love your city and neighborhood.  Love the people on your block and ask God how to touch their lives.

Third, be involved in the culture.  (Read Romans 13.)
1) Write letters to leaders – not only when something is bad and you are protesting, but when they do well.

2) Get involved with your school.  PTA, school meetings, know the principal and the teachers.  Volunteer to help in the school.  Run for a school board position.

3) Know your State & Federal legislators.  Get behind godly principled men and women who run for office.

4) Know your Mayor and city and county commissioners – Don’t be known as just a complainer but an encourager.
5) There are many ways we can involve ourselves in our culture.
There is no question that there is a stirring across America in the godly evangelical circles.  But my great concern is that though we have been awakened recently that we will go back to sleep.  Please don’t press the snooze button.
I heard about a minister who was returning home from a meeting and fell asleep after driving awhile.  He woke up finding himself in the oncoming lane of traffic and it was too late.  A truck hit his car and his wife and child were lost.  Tragedies happen but some can be prevented and some can’t.  Wisdom indicates that we are to always be vigilant.  It is imperative that we don’t let our guard down.  The recent election is only a good example for us.  9/11 was a wake up call.  Don’t push the “snooze” on your alarm and drift back to sleep.

In talking to some ministry from Amsterdam, Holland there was something I felt should be communicated because that is where America is heading if we don’t stay awake and vote our values and mobilize our morality minded masses.  

Proverbs 29:2 – When the righteous are in authority the people rejoice.  When the wicked rule the people groan.  

Here is what is happening in Amsterdam, Holland.  As you probably remember from history, Holland was a launch pad for our nation.  Remember where our first settlements came from.  The Dutch explorer Hudson first came to New York and officially called it “New Netherlands.”  New York City was “New Amsterdam.”  Harlem and The Hudson River, Pennsylvania Dutch derived their names from our early ancestors.  And what was Holland known for?  That which continues today.  Tolerance.  Tolerance used to mean respect for other’s beliefs.  Today it means respect for the immoral conduct of others.  In other words, there are no absolute standards for morality.  Every man does what is right in his own eyes – Judges 17:6.  Taken to extreme, where does this ideology lead?  Presently in Amsterdam abortion is legalized and promoted.  Euthanasia is legalized and promoted.  Same sex marriage is legalized and promoted.  Drugs are legalized and promoted.  Sex and hard core pornography are shown on TV and are legal and promoted.  Prostitution is legalized and promoted.  27,000 registered ladies sit in windows looking for their prey.  Homosexuality and lesbianism is legalized and promoted.  The age of consent has been lowered to 12 years old.  Gambling legalized and promoted.  Sex change operations are called “gender reassignment” and are legalized, promoted and subsidized by the government.  All I can say, there is America’s future unless something stops the drift.

Consider the following.  According to the Pew Research Center, in 2000 almost half of America’s evangelical Christians were not even registered to vote.  In 2000 only fifteen million of the thirty five million who were registered went to the polls.  Thank God, that number nearly doubled in the past election.

In Sweden a court recently sentenced a pastor to a month in prison for offending homosexuals in a sermon.  Citing the Bible verse on the subject was called “hate speech.”  This is being talked about in Canada.  In Germany a court recently decided two parents may not educate their children at home for reason of faith or conscience, but must register them in a state required school.

In America I hear the alarm ringing and see the storm clouds gathering.

Patrick Henry said, “I cannot emphasize too strongly or too often that this great nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians, not on religion, but on Jesus Christ.  For this very reason people of other faith have been afforded asylum, prosperity and freedom to worship here but we must not let the godless change our culture.
May God not only awaken our spirit, but keep us awake, as the battle has only just begun for America.  Don’t push the snooze button.

The issues are clear:

· War on terror

· Sanctity of human life

· Protecting the institution of marriage

· Judicial appointments

· Preserving references to God

· Morality based on Biblical standards vs. popular positions of political correctness – tolerance

I could go on and on.

Don’t push the snooze button!  Pray and then get involved.
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