Expanding Your Borders of Influence

By Hansen Mettle

Read:  John 4:1-30, 39

Introduction

Everyone is an influencer and has the power to influence other people.  They will either influence people toward that which is right or they will influence them toward that which is wrong.

We are interested in influencing people toward that which is good for the purpose of seeing God’s purpose being established and His Kingdom extended.

Three Key Words

1. Expand – This word means to enlarge, to broaden or to increase beyond our present level.  Our entire life should represent continual movement in this area.
2. Border – This word means a boundary or limitation.  We all have to face boundaries or limitations that have been placed on us by outside circumstances, our own weaknesses, other people or resistance from the devil.  The Holy Spirit wants to help us to deal with these restrictions that are continually being placed upon us and our vision.
3. Influence – This word means effect or impact.  All of us want our lives to count for much.  To the extent that we are able to enlarge our borders, to that extent we will be able to have greater influence or impact on the lives of others, our own churches, our own cities, the nation and the world.
Essentials to Extending Your Borders of Influence


If we are going to extend the borders of our influence, there are several things that that we need to evaluate and bring in line with God’s heart.

1. Position

If we are going to be an influencer we must first know where God has placed us and be confident to function in that place.  We must realize that we have our own position in God’s purpose that was given to us by God Himself and it is not dependent upon what others may or may not do.  Understanding this will free us from a spirit of covetousness and competition as we look at and evaluate the ministry of others.  They have their place and you have your place.  You cannot do their job and they cannot do your job.

Aaron and Miriam coveted Moses position, yet God Himself had placed Moses in that position.  Aaron and Miriam both had very important roles to play and yet they always wanted more.  We need to know who we are, where God has placed us and be happy to function in that which God has designed. 

Paul knew his position.  Because of this he did not covet that which belonged to another (Acts 20:33).  We must have that same sense of confidence in God’s placement.

2. Provision

Vision is only the starting point of the work of God in our lives.  Having a vision alone will not bring that vision into reality.  We must also make provision for the vision that we have.  This means work.  This means discipline.  This means that there will be a cost for your vision.  David did not want to offer God that which did not cost him personally (II Sam. 24:24).  We cannot just ask others to make sacrifices for our vision; we must be willing to sacrifice personally.  Our spirit of personal sacrifice is what propels our vision.  Jesus was willing to sacrifice His lunch for the sake of the woman at the well.  The eventual fruit of this sacrifice was the testimony of the woman and the church of Samaria which Phillip helped establish in Acts 8.

3. Prophetic

If we are really going to extend the kingdom of God we must have an ability to hear what God is saying.  He is the One who is building the Church.  Our job is to follow His leading.  What is God saying to you?  What is He saying to your church?  What is He saying to your family?  The answers are in your ability to wait on God, to live a life of personal worship and to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit.  All of these things are cultivated in your personal devotional life with the Lord.  No one else can do this for you.  You must dig your own well of relationship with God.  He will be faithful to give you living water.

4. Pro-Active

God wants us to be pro-active not reactive when it comes to our function as leaders. We cannot be those that just let things happen and simply respond to what is happening.  We must hear from God, get His direction and develop a strategy to see that vision become a reality.  We must be the initiators under the direction of the Holy Spirit.

5. Personality

God made you as a unique person before the Lord.  He made you in a way that is consistent with His call on your life.  However, there are areas of our personality over which we have control that will either assist us in fulfilling our vision or hinder us from fulfilling it. We have a lot of control over things that will make a real difference in our ability to influence others.  Some of those things include our attitudes, our character, our words (language) and the way we present ourselves to others (appearance).  God will do His part, but we have to be willing to do our part.

6. Partnership

If we want to be influencers and really see our borders extended we must form partnerships and relationships with others that have the same desire and are going the same direction.  Not every relationship that you forge with others will contribute to the purposes of God in your life.  You cannot walk with everybody, but at the same time you cannot walk alone.

7. Priorities

If we are to extend our borders be must know how to set priorities that are consistent with our vision.  We only have so much time, so much money and so much energy.  How are these resources going to be spent?  Our priorities must be God first, then our families and finally our ministry.  When we do not have these in order, when we do not put God and our families ahead of our ministry, failure in these first two areas can actually destroy the third—our ministries.

Part of this relationship to our families involves seeing your leadership as a team effort with you family included.  Always remember that the husband and wife are a team.  Input from the spouse is vital if the ministry is to be a full success.

8. Pleasing God

In all things we must seek to be a pleaser of God (Prov. 16:7).  Fearing man more than fearing God will always limit and restrict our ability to fulfill vision.  We do what we do for God.  We are not looking for a reward from man.  We are looking for a commendation from God as a “good and faithful servant.”  Sometimes our vision will call for us to do things that are not popular in the eyes of man.  But God will be pleased.  That is our great desire.
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