              Putting back the “GO” into the Gospel
    Ten scriptural ways to mobilize the mandate of Matthew 28

                          And reclaim the great commission

                                                                                                              Pastor Randy DeMain

                                                                                           Amazing Grace Bible Fellowship

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen (Matthew 28:19-20 NKJV).
The mandate of Christ Jesus contains three important facets to be fully implemented:

1. The mandate:  “Go”, Make disciples… (Matt. 28:19).

2. The message: Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand. (Matt. 4:17).

3. The Method: “As you go”, Lifestyle Power Evangelism. (Matt. 10:7-8).

The Mandate to make disciples requires ability. In verse 18 of Matthew chapter 28, Jesus delegates our authority to do so:
…All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. “Go” therefore…
In regards to ample power to make disciples, Jesus has given to us the same power he ministered with, the Power of the Holy Spirit.
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me… (Acts 1:8a) 
Furthermore, When Jesus responded to Peter’s Spiritual revelation that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, the Christ, and The Son of God. He declared that Peter and those like him who have the spiritual revelation of who Jesus is, and why he came, shall be the building blocks of His church. Jesus said:

“And I say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it”.  (Matt. 16:18) NKJV.
The scriptures are clear; Jesus uses people to build His church. Born again believers are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19) they are living stones, being fitly joined together for habitation of God by His Spirit. (Eph.2:21-22).
Gates are not offensive weapons, rather defensive. No one goes out to war swinging gates. Rather gates are defensive, they are meant to guard, to keep out or in some cases keep things in.
Gates then are the defensive guards the enemy of our soul places over our hearts and minds through deception, and his other works intended to keep the liberating power of the Gospel out. The discipleship process stopped or hindered.
The powerful revelation and encouragement from Jesus is that the “gates of Hades” shall not prevail against the power of God’s kingdom to make disciples and set captives free! No one is so hard, they can’t be saved. No disciple seeking a deeper relationship and freedom from Christ can be denied. Christ is building His church. And the gates Of Hades shall not prevail!

1. DISCIPLE MAKING BEGINS WITH EVANGELISM.
Evangelism is the center piece of all our lives. It is the single most important activity we can employ our time with. Jesus said to make disciples “Teaching them to observe” all things all things that I have commanded you; the command of Jesus is to “GO”, this is the mandate of heaven. It is obeying what Christ commanded. We must first go and win them before we can make them.
2. …“Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”

                                                                                         (Mark 1:17b)

The natural outcome of following Jesus is to become fishers of men.

The 12 disciples never referred to themselves as “Evangelist” or claimed to have that gift. They were simply observant and obedient to the message and manner of Christ. The results were incredible: They won the known world to Christ in their time. The same is possible for us.  It is the disciples that are going to fulfill the great commission, that’s why it’s important to make them. 
3. Ten Scriptural ways to “GO” with the gospel.  (Matt. 10:1, 7-10).
In Matthew Chapter 10, Jesus sent out the 12 disciples to demonstrate the kingdom of God is at hand, to make disciples and set the captives free.

The authority and power Jesus gave them to “GO” in Matthew 10, is the same authority and power He gives us to “GO” by virtue of the great commission.

A. “As you go” lifestyle power evangelism.

Lifestyle power evangelism happens as you go through your day, it is simply responding to the events and circumstances, the people and places you encounter through the course of your Spirit led day. Through direct ministry, or as a witness to what Jesus has done for you, effective evangelism happens supernaturally natural. Your witness is effective because it is genuine and not motivated out of guilt or condemnation, rather love and power.
Ones approach to evangelism needs to be tailored to the individual. For example, the message that Jesus loves you, He will forgive you and give a new life would appeal to the woman caught in adultery (John 8:10-11), but wouldn’t have much appeal to one like the rich young ruler (Matt 19:16-23) who has need of nothing and has kept the commandments from his youth. To this young man, Jesus spoke to the core issue and need of his life, riches. Jesus said; “sell all you have and give to the poor… and come and follow Me”.  

1. Confrontational evangelism.
Jesus said: “As you go, preach, saying the kingdom of God is at hand.”

· The 12 disciples used this opening message to confront their audiences; the 70 also used this same approach later on.

· Peter used this style of evangelism on the day of Pentecost as the opportunity presented itself when the Spirit of the Lord fell on them and drew attention to them. He confronted his listeners with these truths:

“Men of Israel hear these words…then he spoke to them about Christ’s resurrection from the dead and how their sins crucified Him. He went on to tell them to repent and be saved and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The results: 3000 souls were saved that day

2. Intellectual/conversational evangelism.
· Used by The Apostle Paul on Mars hill in Acts 17.

· Used by Apollos (Acts 19:24-28) to speak deeper truths.

Acts 17 records that Paul reasoned with the Jews and God fearing Greeks for three weeks, explaining and proving that Christ had to suffer and be raised from the dead.

The results: Some Jews were persuaded, but a multitude of Greeks and leading women joined Paul and Silas converting to Christ.

The bible instructs us we should always be ready to give an answer for the faith that is in us.

But in your hearts, set Christ apart as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. (1 Peter 3:15) 

3. Signs and wonders evangelism.

· This was Jesus trade mark of ministry drawing thousands to hear the gospel and have it confirmed by supernatural power in righteousness and justice.
And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, and that  believing you may have life in His name. (John 20:30-31). NKJV.

 The disciples understood the importance of signs and wonders and prayed for them.             (Acts 4:30).

· Signs and wonders were done at the hands of the Apostles. (Acts 5:12-14)

· Stephen’s messages were affirmed by signs and wonders. (Acts 6:8)
· We are signs and wonders by our changed life styles and faith. (Is, 8:18).
Results: And the believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women… (Acts 5:14).   
4. Healing evangelism.

In John chapter 9, the bible records that Jesus worked a healing never before known to man. Jesus healed a man born blind from birth. The healing captured the attention of not only the community, but the religious leaders as well. They questioned if this could be the Christ.

Later Jesus returned to the man He had healed so the full gospel could be preached to him. (John 9:34-38)
Jesus: Do you believe in the Son of God?

Man: “Who is He Lord, that I may believe in Him?”
Jesus: “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking to you.”
Man: “Lord, I believe!” And he worshipped Him.
Results: The man healed received and proclaimed Christ as Savior. The religious leaders were witnessed to by his simple testimony: “All I known is once I was blind, but now I see”.

It isn’t so much the theological weightiness of our testimony that bears witness to people as much as the simple, genuine truth of What God has done for you.

5. Socially challenged evangelism.

This is evangelistic efforts to reach out to the social, financial and other issues that cause people to be disenfranchised from mainstream society. Ministry to these groups can be in the form of food, clothing, and other forms of benevolent relief as well as spiritual intervention. It could involve the ones we compel to come in from the highways and hedges. The poor, the blind, the maimed, the lame. (Luke 14:20-23) 

In Mark 1:40-45. A leper came to Jesus and said to Him: “If you are willing, you can make me clean”.

Jesus crossed all the social barriers of His time and even went so far as to touch this man. Jesus said “I am willing, be cleansed”.
The man was then instructed to go and show himself to the priests, make the appropriate offering, and tell no one else.
Results: The leper was cleansed from his physical disease, released from his social separation, and His spiritual separation from Jesus. He was even a witness to the priests as to how He was healed. His healing resulted in his salvation and total integration into society. What a witness!

In modern times we are concerned about location, location, location. The bible tells us that the healed leper could not keep his mouth shut, and told many of Christ. The scripture records to what extent people will go to when God’s healing power is in the house.

But he went out and began to proclaim it freely and to spread the matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted places; and they came to Him from every quarter. (Mark 1:45) NKJV

6. Power evangelism.
*The ministry of Jesus raising people from the dead revealed His ultimate power, desire and ability.

· Jesus raised Lazarus and the widow’s woman son. (John 11)
· Peter raised Tabitha. (Acts 9:37-42)
· Paul himself was raised from the dead by the saints after being stoned to death. (2 Cor. 11:25; Acts 14:19-20)
Results: Many believed and received Christ as Savior and Lord.

It’s difficult to get your hands on a dead person in non third world countries. Nevertheless, a recent documented case from Nigeria proved that even when a person has been fully embalmed and prepared for burial, He can still be raised to life by the faith of the saints.

7. Deliverance evangelism.
The bible record in Mark chapter 5 tells of the deliverance of the Gadarene demoniac. Afterwards the man was fully clothed and in his right mind. He asked Jesus if he could follow Him. Jesus said: “Go home to your friends and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you.

Results: The victorious power encounter delivered a man from a legion of demons where others had failed. This resulted in a great witness and testimony of Christ’s power and compassion. The mans testimony to his friends and family resulted in many turning their hearts to the Lord.

8. Prophetic evangelism.
The bible account in John chapter 4 of the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan women reveals the power of the prophetic to win souls to faith in Christ Jesus.

There is a progression of revelation on the woman’s part in regards to Jesus. She first called him a Jew (v19), then sir (v11), then a prophet (v19), and finally the Christ (v29). This is an excellent account of how to avoid an argument or distractive conversation and get to the heart of the issue. Jesus kept her on course until she came to the full revelation of who He was and accepted Him. He used a prophetic flow to get and keep her attention.
Read John 4:16-26.     After Jesus spoke to her and revealed her past, the woman, even before accepting Christ became His witness in her entire community. She said: “Come see the man who told me all things I ever did, Could this be the Christ?”

Results: John 4:39 and many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” In two more days many more believed as they listened to the gospel of the kingdom.

9. Dreams and visions evangelism.
The interpretation and obedience to dreams and visions are a valuable source of

Direction and understanding to impart the saving grace of the Lord. For example:

· Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream resulting in him declaring God as the Lord and admonishing all people to serve Him. (Dan. 4ff.)
· Peter had a vision of a sheet being lowered out of heavens and hearing a voice say “Peter, rise, kill and eat”. At around the same time, Cornelius had a vision of an angel visiting him instructing him to send to Joppa for Peter, who would speak to him the words of life he wanted to hear. (Acts 10ff)
· The Apostle Paul had a night vision of a man in Macedonia calling him over to preach the gospel to them. (Acts 16:9-10)
Results:  The people under Nebuchadnezzar’s rule saw the power of God, His mercy and compassion so they could believe in Him. Peter went with the men to Cornelius’s house. As he preached they were born again and filled with the Holy Spirit. These were the first Gentile converts. Peter came to understand that the gospel was for all people and shifted his efforts of evangelism from Jews only to all God sent him to.

Paul went to Macedonia and saw the conversion of Lydia, The Philippians’ Jailer, his household and then the establishment of the church of Philippi!

10. Prayer evangelism.
In 1 Corinthians 116:9 and 2nd. Corinthians 2:12, Paul declared what great doors had been opened to him to preach the gospel because of prayer:

…Continue steadfastly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving. Meanwhile prating also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ…(Col. 4:2-4)

Jesus said; “The harvest is truly plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”

Evangelism, it’s scary. But know you are in good company. Even the Apostles were fearful at times. (Acts 4:29-31). Everyone is to be involved in evangelism and discipleship making. You may not be the front line vocal person, but there is a way and a place for everyone to seek and save that which is lost. Simply be prepared “As you go” to witness in the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8).  
